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October 2025
Staying Safe Online: What You Need to Know About Scam E-mails

By: Leticia Silva, Communication Specialist at MNYS

Have you ever opened your inbox and found an e-mail saying: “I have a piano to donate,” “Bishop would like to schedule a meeting 
with you,” or even “Can you purchase 10 gift cards for me?” These are just a few examples of the messages our members have 
been receiving.

For some, spotting a scam is easy. For others, it can be very difficult, especially because these messages often look legitimate. With 
the rise of artificial intelligence, scammers are getting more sophisticated: they can copy someone’s style of writing, tone of voice, 
or even make it seem like the message is coming from someone you know and trust.

Below are some important points to help you understand why these scams happen, and how you can protect yourself.

Why we do not share e-mail directories: Sometimes people ask why we cannot provide a complete list of leaders’ e-mails. The 
main reason is security. Public lists make it much easier for scammers to target people. By protecting our directory, we are also 
protecting our community. Still, you may occasionally receive e-mails that mention MNYS or look related to church work. That is 
because scammers do not need our directory—they use information from the internet: social media, online searches, or even your 
location, to create messages that feel personal and convincing.

How to recognize a scam e-mail: Check the sender. All MNYS communications come from an e-mail ending in @mnys.org. 

Pay attention to details. Official MNYS e-mails always include our logo and staff signatures. Scam e-mails often have poor spelling, 
odd formatting, or strange visuals.

Be cautious with your e-mail accounts. It helps to have one e-mail address only for important matters (such as banking, church 
communication, and newsletters you trust), and a separate one for things like online stores, subscriptions, and promotional sign-
ups.

Don’t click on links you are unsure of or have questions related to the sender. It’s much better to check first to make sure the 
email is legitimate BEFORE you click on anything. Clicking on unsafe links opens you up to “hackers” who can get access to your 
address book.

Separate social media logins. Consider creating an e-mail just for social media accounts. If a social media account is hacked, your 
main email will remain safe.

Use your provider’s tools. If you receive a suspicious message, mark it as spam and block the sender. This helps prevent new 
messages from the same source.

When in doubt, ask. If you are unsure whether an e-mail is genuine—especially if it claims the Bishop or other Synod staff members 
are urgently requesting money or gift cards—forward it to me at lsilva@mnys.org and I can confirm.

Scammers are inventive, and their messages can range from funny (“a free piano, anyone?”) to urgent (“buy gift cards 
immediately”). Their goal is to catch you off guard. But with a careful eye and a few simple habits, you can stay protected.

If something feels unusual, it probably is. Take a moment to pause, verify, and reach out if you need help. Together, we can stay 
safe online and remain fully engaged in the vibrant life of our synod!  
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Would you like to include a birthday or anniversary 
in the Spire? All are welcome! Please call or email the 
Church office with the name(s) and date(s). Please do 
so no later than 30 days before your celebration.  

Give online today with Vanco! Scan this QR 
code with your smartphone’s camera or visit this 
link: https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZEAF. 

PARISH REGISTER MEMORIALS 
General Memorial 
In Memory of: Steven Resing 
Given by: Claudia & John Gross 
In Memory of: John Trobian 
Given by: Claudia & John Gross 
In Memory of: Arthur Schutt 
Given by: Claudia & John Gross 

GOOD NEWS & BLESSINGS
October Birthdays 
3: Della Rao 
7: Abigail Katie Stone 
10: Danielle Hesse 
12: Megan Colton 
13: Tiffani Padula 
18: Travis Gentile 
20: Claudia Gross 
22: Lily Anne Bloomfield 
23: Heather Sheridan 

October Anniversaries 
4: Jenn & Fred Ackermann 

19: Kathy & Fred Ackermann, Sr. 

19: Julie & Charles Fisher 

21: Elise & James Sheridan 

Good News 
o Blessing of the Animals: To celebrate the feast of St.

Francis, CLC will host a Blessing of the Animals on
Saturday, October 4th at 2PM on the church lawn. All
those in the community are invited to bring their furry
friends (leashed, please) or photographs of those who
cannot be physically present. Blessings for our dearly
departed friends will also be offered. If you feel so
inclined, donations of pet care items will be accepted to
be lovingly given to local animal welfare organizations.

o Save the Dates! The 2025 Country Fair will be held
on Friday, October 24th and Saturday, October 25th in
Room 10, Room 2000, and on the church lawn
(weather permitting). More information can be found
on the flyer included in your Spire. If you would like to
volunteer, please see the volunteer form also included
in your Spire, or call Barbara Rath at 516-318-9275.

o Lights of Love: Lights of Love memorials are now
being collected. This year, we will hold our annual
tribute for our departed loved ones on Sunday,
November 2nd. A memorial form is included in your
Spire. All proceeds from this special collection benefit
Good Shepherd Hospice of Long Island.

o Centennial Kickoff: CLC’s centennial celebration
begins with a special Thanksgiving Eve prayer service
on Wednesday, November 26th. Please see the flyer
included in your Spire for more information.

o Save the Date! Wantagh’s Winter Wonderland Fair
will be held on Saturday, November 29th from 12:30-
5PM. If you would like to volunteer for this fun event
and kickoff to the holiday season, please speak with
Della Rao.

CLC Youth News 
o Blessing of the Stuffies: On Sunday, October 5th, all

children are invited to bring their stuffed animals to
worship for a special blessing in honor of the feast of
St. Francis.

o Nursery School: The Nursery School classes are very
excited to once again prepare some treats in preparation
for the Cookie Walk. We have been assured that all
youngsters will thoroughly wash their hands. 
����

o Scouts: In preparation for the Christmas season, the
Scouts of CLC will continue their timeless tradition of
crafting wreaths to spread holiday joy. An order form
is included in your Spire. Help to support our youth!

o Youth Choir: The youth choir continues to have
weekly rehearsals on Sunday mornings after worship
service. All children are welcome to join. If you have
any questions, please speak with Nicole Nicholson.
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 
General Worship Updates 

o Rally Day: Rally Day was held on September 7th. The 
children in attendance were ecstatic about the new 
“pray-ground” and made use of it right away. The 
adults in attendance did present some concerns about 
the noise level, which Claudia and Della will work 
with the children on.  

o Livestream: There has been continued discussion 
regarding how best to proceed with recording our 
services. Technical difficulties have prevented us in 
recent weeks from uploading the service recording in 
a timely manner. Conversely, livestreaming from 
Facebook causes a dramatic decrease in video and 
audio quality. We are doing research into this, but rest 
assured, service recordings in some shape or form are 
not being discontinued entirely.   

o Wedding: A wedding will be held at CLC on Sunday, 
October 12th at 11:30AM. Coffee hour will not be 
held that day to ensure that there is no time conflict.  

Nursery Updates 
o Renovations: Vinyl flooring was installed in the 

remaining classrooms and hallways of Steinbicker Hall, 
a continuation from last year’s project. The stairwells 
were also fitted with new treads. The cost of this project 
was covered in full by the Nursery School.  

o Safe Church: As part of our continuing commitment 
to providing a safe environment for our students, 
Nursery Staff (as well as Christian Education 
volunteers) participated in Safe Church online training 
through Praesidium Academy. This service is offered at 
no cost to ELCA churches and organizations.  

Christian Education Updates 
o Communion: Two students will be receiving First 

Communion this year: Eleanor Juergens and 
MacKenzie Murphy. The (very) tentative date for this 
is Pentecost Sunday, May 24th. Della will be reaching 
out to the families this fall to get the date officially on 
the calendar. Pastor Sprowls will lead their instruction 
sometime in the Spring.  

o Confirmation: The Christian Education team is hard at 
work to find a solution to scheduling conflicts with our 
Confirmands. We are thankful to their parents who 
have done their utmost to be accommodating. More to 
follow.  

Outreach Updates 

o Bloomin’ for Good: Proceeds from Stop & Shop’s 
Bloomin’ 4 Good fundraiser in August netted $115 for 
CLC. A check will be mailed to the church in January. 

o Seafarers: Per Jan Eastlund’s request, CLC received 
80 satchels for the Christmas at Sea collection. 40 will 
go to the New Vision Pioneers, the seniors group 
which collected on the church’s behalf last year.  
 
 

Music Ministry Updates 
 
o We had a wonderful Rally Day celebration as our music 

ensembles gathered together again. It was such a joy to 
have the Bell Choir, Adult Choir, and Youth Choir all 
participate so beautifully in the service.  

o Looking forward, our Youth Choir will rehearse 
regularly after Sunday services, with the goal of singing 
twice a month. This consistent involvement will help 
nurture their musical growth and strengthen their 
presence in worship. 

o Bell Choir and Adult Choir will continue to meet on 
Wednesdays at 7PM and 8PM respectively.  

o To support flexibility in scheduling, Nicole purchased 
three new bell arrangements for smaller ensembles. 
With the challenges of coordinating everyone’s 
availability over the next several weeks, these pieces 
will allow us to continue offering meaningful music 
even with fewer participants. 
 

THRIFT SHOP 
Our thrift shop is open on Fridays, 9AM-3PM, and the first 
Saturday of each month, 10AM-2PM. The next Thrift 
Shop Saturday will be held on October 4th.    
 
Donations are appreciated! We kindly ask that donations 
are not left in Room 10, as other groups use that space. For 
your convenience, a donation shed is available for your use 
outside of Thrift Shop hours. Please be sure to place your 
donations in the shed, not outside of it, as we cannot 
guarantee they will be brought inside right away. If you 
are making a sizeable donation (quantity or very large 
items), please call the Church office ahead of time. We are 
not able to accept donations of books, cribs, or 
mattresses at this time. If you are unsure of whether we 
can accept an item, please call the Church office to be 
connected with a Thrift Shop coordinator. Thank you!  

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Sunday School is in full swing! We are delighted that 
Maddie Murphy has joined us full-time as a teaching 
assistant. Our students especially love the use of the pray-
ground after class ends, and have been working very hard 
on using their “church voices.” We are especially grateful 
for the addition of a rocking chair, which allows young 
mothers and babies to enjoy worship in comfort. Coming 
up in October, our Sunday School students will participate 
in Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF. UNICEF is a wonderful 
organization that provides emergency aid to children living 
in disaster zones all over the world. This small project will 
help to show our students that a little bit of kindness can go 
a long way.  

THRIVENT 

Planning is underway for our Country Fair on October 24th 
and 25th. We will be looking for everyone to volunteer to do 
something to make it a success. One thing each family can 
do is find their favorite cookie recipe and get set to make 
them for our famous cookie walk. We look forward to 
including your yummy cookies in our cookie containers. 
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Cookies can be brought to the church office during regular 
office hours on Thursday, October 23rd from 8:30AM-
4:30PM and Friday, October 24th from 8:30AM-2:30PM. 
You may also drop them off the Saturday of the fair, but 
please try to do so as early as possible. We kindly ask that 
you clearly label if your cookies contain nuts or nut 
products. Also, please include your name and phone 
number on your container if you’d like it returned to you.  
 
Also, all sorts of help will be needed at the fair, such as 
setting up, making or selling crafts or raffle items, selling 
jewelry, cookies, Christmas items, and cleaning up 
afterwards. If you can spare an hour or two or more, please 
contact Barbara Rath or Kirsten DuPrez to sign up. In 
addition to our ministries, the Fair will benefit several 
worthy causes: Lutheran Disaster Relief, the Tunnel to 
Towers Foundation, the USO, and the Interfaith Nutrition 
Network (INN). One of the biggest benefits of the fair is the 
fun we have working together, so don’t miss this 
opportunity. 
 
This year, our church is once again preparing to make 
Christmas satchels for Seafarers. We are asking for 
donations of men’s large or extra-large hoodies or t-shirts, 
thermal or sports socks, knit hats or scarves (no fringe or 
pom-poms), and cans of nuts or large chocolate bars to help 
these essential workers get through the holidays with some 
Christmas spirit. A box for the Seafarers will be placed in 
the loggia for any donations. Thank you to all who donate. 
 
Thrivent has been very generous in the past and provided 
some seed money to start up both of the projects above. 
We are planning to apply again this year.          

WELCA 
WELCA will have its next meeting on Wednesday, 
October 1st at 1PM. Preparations will continue for this 
month’s Country Fair. All ladies are welcome to attend. 
 
The next WELCA Conference Bible Study will be held at 
10AM on Thursday, October 16th at Grace Lutheran 
Church in North Bellmore. Minister Marilyn Dolloway, 
who is currently serving at Grace, will be leading us as we 
talk about money and stewardship. 
 
 

ST. JOHN’S FOOD PANTRY 
Please place donations in the bin in the hallway adjacent to 
the library. Needed items include beef/chicken stew, canned 
chicken, cooking oil, coffee, conditioner, corned beef hash, 
elbow noodles, facial tissue, hot cereal, hot chocolate, 
ketchup, mustard, pancake mix & syrup, paper towels, 
peanut butter & jelly, salad dressing, and toothpaste. Please 
check the expiration dates before donating.  
 

FROM THE KNITWITS… 
 
Many thanks to Gail Gulotta, Jan Eastlund, and our mystery 
crocheter from the Thrift Shop for their many hats for 
children and adults who are going through cancer 
treatments. Thanks also to Jan and her friend for making the 

cowl scarves for recipients at One in Nine, The Long 
Coalition Against Cancer. Many thanks to Doris Ohlander 
for her many infant hats to go with the neo-natal blankets 
for Pregnancy Options and the Nassau University Medical 
Center. Many thanks to Kevin Coons who continues to 
make deliveries of Afghans to Northport Veterans Medical 
Center for us. On Wednesday, October 1st, I have been 
invited to attend Breast Cancer Awareness Day in 
recognition for all our support over these last 20 years. At 
this time, I will be delivering 50 more hats and ten cowl 
scarves for clients at Hewlett House. My deep appreciation 
to all those who have supported our group over the years. If 
you would want to help us continue this work, or if you 
know of someone who wants to, please feel free to call me. 
I have plenty of yarn, needles, hooks and directions. We just 
need your hands to help. – Lilly Ann Munnich  

 
PRAYER LIST 

We Remember Especially… 
 
Judy Angeloch, Rebecca Breckel, Kathleen Cardone, 
Becky Carlson, Danielle Chillemi, Regina Coons, Sal and 
Sue Costanzo, Joan Drake, Kelly Dempsey, Betty 
Gibberman, Bill Gilmor, Emmy Grenzig, Barbara Grieser, 
Theresa Heenan, Arnold Howard, Steven Koch, Ruth 
Kollar, Susan & George Kremer, Jean Leib, Chris Mantay, 
Janet and William McShea, Marilyn Miller, Lilly Ann 
Munnich, John Nittoli, Anne Palkovich, James Pallas, Tyler 
Phelan, Barbara and Gary Proce, Catherine and Terri Rao, 
John Reardon, Emmett and Rose Reilly, Ann and Barbara 
Reimer, Della Dorn Rice, Kay Riese, Anne Scheirer, Joseph 
Arthur Skorupski, Donna Smith, Natalie Stone, James 
Toomey, Nancy Valenti, Laura Vogel. To update a name on 
the prayer list, please contact the church office. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Volunteers are needed as we host one of our most 
successful fundraisers of the year. If you would like to lend 
a hand, please return this form to Barbara Rath by Sunday, 
October 19th, or give her a call at 516-318-9275. Men and 
women of all ages are welcome to volunteer. You can make 
the Fair a resounding success!  
 
Yes! I would like to volunteer at the Fair by:  
□ Selling raffle tickets on Friday, October 24th 
□ Selling raffle tickets on Saturday, October 25th 
□ Staffing a table on Friday, October 24th  
□ Staffing a table on Saturday, October 25th  
□ Cleaning up on Saturday, October 25th at 3PM 
□ Donating an item or craft to be sold 
□ Other: ________________________________________ 
 
Name: _____________________________________ 
Phone Number: ______________________________ 
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On All Saints Day, the church commemorates the lives 
of extraordinary people now entrusted to God's 
heavenly care. This year, we continue our tradition of 
honoring our own departed loved ones with our Lights 
of Love tribute. This year, All Saints Day and Lights 
of Love will be observed at the 9AM worship service 
on Sunday, November 2nd.  

For a donation of $5 per name, your loved one's 
name(s) will be listed in the bulletin and displayed in 
the narthex. All proceeds will be donated to Good 
Shepherd Hospice of Long Island. To participate, 
please return the cut-off form below with your 
donation to the Church office no later than Tuesday, 
October 28th.  

✂- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 
 
 

 

Lights of Love: Sunday, November 2nd, 2024 

Proceeds Collected for Good Shepherd Hospice of LI 
 

Envelope #: ______  Phone #: __________________ 

Please clearly print exactly as you would like printed:  

Given By: __________________________________ 

In Memory Of: 
___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

Total Enclosed ($5 Each): ______ 

 

PLEASE RETURN BY TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28TH.   

3384 ISLAND ROAD, WANTAGH, NEW YORK 11793 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year! 

Ring in the Christmas season with a fresh, 
decorated wreath! The proceeds from this 
fundraiser allow our Scouts to defray the costs 
of their activities in the year ahead. Your 
contribution makes a beautiful gift for you or a 
loved one, and a lasting one for our church’s 
youth! If you are interested in purchasing a 
wreath, please submit the cut-off form below 
with your payment to the Church office by 
Sunday, November 16th. 

✂ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

 

 

 

Name: _____________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________ 

              ____________________________________ 

Phone #: ____________________________________ 

Number of Wreaths: _________ ($25 per Wreath) 

Total Enclosed: $________ 

Please make all checks out to BSA Troop 656.  

 

FOR QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT DEE 
BLOOMFIELD AT 516-369-3981.  

PLEASE RETURN BY SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH. 

 

 

Thank you for supporting our youth! 
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JOIN US FOR:
RAFFLE BASKETS FULL OF GREAT PRIZES

CHRISTMAS GIFTS, DÉCOR, & MORE
BOUTIQUE ACCESSORIES & COSTUME JEWELRY

REFRESHMENTS AT OUR CAFÉ
THE ANNUAL "COOKIE WALK" (SATURDAY ONLY)

THE ANNUAL "TOOL TIME" TABLE & SALE
DEALS & STEALS AT OUR THRIFT SHOP

PLUS... ENTER OUR VACATION RAFFLE TO WIN

A 7-DAY CONDO STAY IN SUNNY ORLANDO! 
ONLY 10 MINUTES AWAY FROM DISNEY WORLD! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL (516) 221-3286 OR EMAIL CHURCH@CLCWANTAGH.ORG

IN ADDITION TO OUR MINISTRIES, PROCEEDS WILL SUPPORT:
The Interfaith Nutrition Network (INN)   Lutheran Disaster Relief

Tunnel to Towers Foundation   U.S.O. (United Service Organizations) 

●

●



  Centennial CelebrationCentennial Celebration Centennial Celebration

November 26, 2025

SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

3384 Island Road
Wantagh, N.Y. 11793

7:30 pm

You are cordially invited to our Thanksgiving Eve
Centennial Celebration, as we begin 100 years of faith and

service. The evening will begin with a Prayer Service at
6:00 PM at Saint John’s of Jerusalem, CLC’s original site,
followed by a Service of Thanksgiving at 7:30 PM at CLC.

Fellowship and refreshments will follow.

  1926 - 2026

               PRAYER SERVICE  
SAINT JOHNS OF JERUSALEM 

500 Wantagh Avenue
Wantagh, N.Y. 11793 

6:00 PM 
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Nursery School News: October 2025 

There are so many wonderful things happening in the month of October 
at the Nursery School.  Back to School night will be held in person on 
Wednesday, October 15th.  This night gives the parents the opportunity to 
speak with the teachers and see what a day in the eyes of their children is 
like.  The parents love seeing all the wonderful masterpieces their children 
have been hard at work on adorning the halls and walls of their classrooms.  

Each October, we observe Fire Safety Month. We are grateful to the 
Wantagh Fire Department for their annual visit to the school, when they teach 
the children the importance of fire safety.  The children also get an up-close 
look at the firefighters’ equipment as they learn what it is used for. They 
learn what is safe to touch and what is not, along with what to do if there is 
an actual fire.  

We are also looking forward to our annual trip to White Post Farms on 
October 22nd.  It’s always such a fun day on the farm for the children, family 
members, and staff.  The children are always full of smiles while they enjoy a 
hayride, pumpkin picking, and all the amazing animals.  

The children and staff are looking forward to baking for the church’s 
Country Fair again.  The fair will be held on Friday, October 24th and Saturday, 
October 25th. This year we will be making many yummy cookies for the Cookie 
Walk. We hope you come by and pick up some of the tasty treats they will 
have out for everyone to enjoy!  

 The Nursery School is still accepting applications for enrollment this 
year.  There are limited spaces available.  Please spread the word about our 
wonderful Nursery School.  If anyone is interested in registration, please 
contact me as soon as possible.  The Nursery School office phone number is 
516-679-8425, and you can reach me by email at cnsdirector@clcwantagh.org.  
You can also check us out on Facebook at: The Christian Nursery School at 
Christ Lutheran Church.  

 



Non- Profit Org.

U. S. Postage

PAID

Wantagh, NY

Permit No. 27

 Christ Lutheran Church

3384 Island Road
Wantagh, NY 11793

Church (516) 221-3286

Nursery School (516) 679-8425
www.CLCWantagh.org

    Electronic Service Requested

 **CONTAINS TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL* *

October 2025

If you do not wish to receive this mailing,

lease return this sheet to the address above.

October...

October 1st: WELCA Meeting, 1PM, Room 2000

October 3rd: Church Office Closed

October 4th: Thrift Shop, 10AM-2PM; Blessing of the Animals, 2PM

October 5th: Blessing of the Stuffies (During Worship)

October 6th-9th: Pastor Sprowls Away

October 12th: No Sunday School or Coffee Hour

October 13th: Columbus/Indigenous Peoples Day, Church Office Closed

October 14th: Council Meeting, 7PM, Room 2000

October 15th: Spire Submission Deadline

October 22nd: Spire Mailing, 9:30AM, Library

October 24th-25th: Country Fair, 9AM-3PM Both Days, Rooms 10, 2000, and Lawn

October 26th: Reformation Sunday

October 31st: Happy Halloween!




