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Building neighbor-serving faith communities: Get to know Bishop-elect Katrina Foster

Known for her work helping struggling congregations revitalize and grow, Katrina Foster brings her
message of community-building and financial stewardship to her new role as bishop of the
Metropolitan New York Synod, to which she was elected May 3.

Foster, who has served as pastor of St. John Lutheran Church in New York City since 2015, shared with
Living Lutheran her vision for a transforming faith that impacts churches and the communities they
serve. She will be installed as bishop this fall.

Living Lutheran: What do you see as the biggest priorities for the synod?

Foster: We will focus on evangelism, discipleship and financial stewardship so that we can become
even more effective Jesus-following, neighbor-serving communities of faith.

How did you feel when you were elected?
| felt as though they were talking about someone else!

What experiences in your ministry do you feel have best prepared you to serve as bishop, and how
might you incorporate those lessons learned?

I have served in the Bronx, the Hamptons and Brooklyn. Serving in such diverse settings, | learned how
to be a community organizer, how to build affordable housing and how to reach a much younger
community of seekers. Responding to the concrete needs of our neighbors, utilizing the gifts of the
community beyond the church and sharing the life-changing, transformative power of Jesus with all
will, in turn, transform this synod.

Is there a message you'd like to share with the synod and the wider church?

God has trusted us with the gifts, talents and financial resources to do all we are called to do. As
Easter people, we are called to trust Jesus enough to share these with our neighbors so that we can
follow Jesus and serve our neighbors. We can move from fear to faith, from scarcity to abundance,
from isolation to community and from despair to determination!



PARISH REGISTER MEMORIALS

Current Account
In Memory of: Thitiporn Pollock
Given by: Jeri Hallgren

General Memorial

In Memory of: Rev. Ronald Klose
Given by: Regina Coons

In Memory of: Rev. Ronald Klose
Given by: Claudia & John Gross
In Memory of: James Pawl

Given by: Claudia & John Gross
In Memory of: Thitiporn Pollock
Given by: Claudia & John Gross
In Memory of: Gloria Tighe
Given by: Claudia & John Gross
In Memory of: Norma Mantay
Given by: Jean Leib and Family
In Memory of: James Pawl

Given by: Jennifer, Craig, and Hannah Proce
In Memory of: Norma Mantay

Given by: Barbara & Roy Stone

Property Improvement & Maintenance
In Memory of: Thitiporn Pollock
Given by: Roger & Doris Ohlander

Sanctuary Memorial

In Memory of: Barbara Hess
Given by: Nancy & Allen Pisani
In Memory of: Rev. Ronald Klose
Given by: Nancy & Allen Pisani

In Memory of: Norma Mantay
Given by: Nancy & Allen Pisani

Give online today with Vanco! Scan this QR
code with your smartphone’s camera or visit this
link: https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZEAF.

GOOD NEWS & BLESSINGS
July Birthdays

1: Connor Reardon

5: Kevin Glenn

5: Mickey Wehr

8: Stephanie Nale

12: Nicole Nicholson
18: Jennifer Trzcinski

31: Pastor Martin Nale

July Anniversaries

1: Nancy and Allen Pisani

10: June and John Fahey

12: Heidi and Pastor Martin Nale

August Birthdays

1: Ava Charlotte Glenn

: Deborah Hesse

: Barbara Reimer

: Bob Hasteadt

: Ruth Kollar Happy 101!
: Heidi Nale

: Jerry Fitzgerald
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: Michael Fitzgerald

12: Abigail Grace Bloomfield
14: Kay Riese

16: Zachary Knox Kollar

THE SPIRE « SUMMER 2025 « VOLUME 723 « A PUBLICATION OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
3384 ISLAND ROAD, WANTAGH, NEW YORK 11793 ¢ (516) 221-3286 « CHURCH@CLCWANTAGH.ORG

The Rev. Susan F. Sprowls, Interim Pastor ¢ Roxanne Toomey, Deacon

Nicole Nicholson, Director of Music ¢ Kamelija Galijan-Curry, Organist

Dana Antonette, Director, The Christian Nursery School ¢ Della Rao, Parish Administrator/Christian Education Coordinator

2

8%




17: Gabrielle Soethout

18: Lilly Ann Munnich

20: Katherine Dawn Wehr

24: Kyler Biesma

24: Robert Thomas Bloomfield
24: Arleen Dotzler

August Anniversaries
2: Laura and Hans Vogel

5: Cathy and Jerry Fitzgerald
6: Carolyn and Joseph Scibelli
11: Lauren and Kevin Glenn

17: Mary and Gus Raitz

Would you like to include a birthday or anniversary
in the Spire? All are welcome! Please call or email the
Church office with the name(s) and date(s). Please do
so no later than 30 days before your celebration.

Congratulations!

Eleanor Freyer is happy to announce the marriage of her
nephew, Travis Gentile, to Ilana Kantor. They were married
on June 15, 2025.

Lisa and Lois Fogal are happy to announce the birth of their
daughter and granddaughter, Luna Ryder Fogal-Lane. Luna
was born on August 1, 2025, measuring 7Ib. 20z. and 20”
long. She joins big brother and sisters Gavin, Zoey, and
“Cha-Cha.” Mom and baby are both home and doing well.

Barbara Rath is happy to announce the graduations of her
grandchildren, Sarah and Sammy Baker. Sarah graduated
from SUNY ESF with a bachelor’s degree in wildlife
science and is currently employed as a pet manager at
Country Max in Dewitt, New York. Sammy graduated from
Island Drafting & Technical Institute with an associate’s
degree in computer-aided drafting and design and is
currently employed at High Point Engineering in Melville,
New York.

Good News

o Rally Day: Save the Date! Rally Day will be held on
September 8™, Help us to kick off a new church year!

o Community Involvement: Thank you to everyone
who participated in the Fourth of July Parade. Our
marchers were Bob Ahearn, George Balduf, Eileen
Colton, Kirsten Duprez, Della Rao, and Hans Vogel.
Thank you to Roger Ohlander for setting up chairs on
the church lawn for everyone to relax and watch. Thank
you as well to Claudia and John Gross, who handed out
over 100 water bottles to thirsty passersby. Most of all,
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thank you to Roxanne Toomey, who stepped in for an
ill Pastor Sprowls and led the parade’s benediction.

o Bloomin’ 4 Good: Throughout the month of August,
visit the North Bellmore Stop & Shop to purchase a
Bloomin’ 4 Good bouquet. A portion of each sale will
be donated to our outreach ministry.

o Save the Dates! The 2025 Country Fair will be held
on Friday, October 24" and Saturday, October 25", If
you would like to volunteer, please speak with Barbara
Rath or Lilly Ann Munnich. If you are interested in
donating a raffle prize, please speak with Della Rao.

Happy Retirement!

It takes many dedicated people to hold a church together.
This year, two of the most dedicated volunteers at CLC
have decided to retire. There are not enough words to
thank Regina Coons and Lilly Ann Munnich for all
they’ve done!

Regina Coons- When Regina joined the church, she
immediately became the “lady behind the scenes.” Regina
visited with patients at the Central Islip rehabilitation center
and Bel Air Nursing Home. She has served several terms as
a Church Council member, as well as serving as a member
of the Worship & Music Committee, Nursery Board, and
altar guild. As the chairperson of Christian Outreach, she
has sent hundreds of cards to celebrate holidays with those
who were homebound. Regina is also a longtime member
of WELCA. Perhaps her biggest feat, for many years she
has spent months ahead of the Country Fair putting together
raffle baskets; 2024 was her biggest year yet, with 72
baskets! Regina has also helped to coordinate the Christmas
at Sea satchels for Seafarers International House, making
for many cheerful holiday seasons for workers far from
home. On Fridays, Regina could be found volunteering with
the thrift shop. In addition to these activities, Regina has
also volunteered her time with Vacation Bible School and
the Knitwits. Although she has decided to take a well-
deserved respite, Regina will always remain one of our
dearest friends, and the supreme baker of Linzer tarts (and
so many other goodies!).

Lilly Ann Munnich- After sixteen years serving as the
President of WELCA, Lilly Ann has decided to take a step
back to focus on her health and continued recovery. Lilly
Ann began her tenure as a co-president alongside Betty Jane
Callahan. When Betty Jane moved to Connecticut in 2009,
Lilly Ann took the reigns and has been unstoppable ever
since. It was Lilly Ann and Betty Jane who began the
Mother’s Day Caring Sunday and Father’s Day 2x4 Sunday
fundraisers, both of which the church continues to observe.
She has made it a point through the years to begin each
WELCA meeting with some words of spiritual
encouragement, which are often shared here in the Spire.
Twice a year, Lilly Ann chaired WELCA luncheons which
were beautifully decorated with place settings and gifts.
Aside from WELCA, Lilly Ann is also known for her
passion project, the Knitwits, which is responsible for
providing fellowship to many ladies of the church, and
creating beautiful handmade items for those in need across
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Long Island. She has also served as a thrift shop volunteer,
the church’s point of contact and coordinator for Book
Fairies, altar guild member, Fourth of July parade float
maker, Country Fair co-chair, baker of incredible
Scandinavian desserts, and hostess of many potluck dinners
that we have all enjoyed. Lilly Ann looks forward to
remaining a vocal church member and continuing to share
her words of wisdom with us.

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

Below are highlights of the June 2025 Council meeting. The
Church Council had its summer recess in July.

General Worship Updates

o Pentecost Sunday: Pentecost Sunday was celebrated
on June 8" with a Service of the Word led by Roxanne
Toomey. Holy Trinity Sunday will be celebrated on
Junée 15®, The Time After Pentecost begins on June
224,

Music Ministry Updates

o Summer Break: The last rehearsal for the Bell & Adult
Choirs will be June 25", People interested in singing
duets, solos or in small ensembles throughout the
summer are encouraged to contact Nicole.

o Bell Choir and Adult Choir will resume with rehearsals
on September 3™ and will plan to play on Rally Day,
September 7™,

Nursery Updates

o The Nursery School Advisory Board will meet on
Thursday, June 12 for its final meeting of the school
year.

o 2-year-old classes have concluded for the year. The 3-
year-old classes will be having their stepping up
ceremonies on June 10, 11™ and 12, The big finale
will be the graduation of the 4-year-old class on
Wednesday the 18™. The Nursery School Board picked
out new caps and gowns for this year's graduating class:
we are excited to see them all dressed up on the day of
graduation.

o We will say farewell to the staff on Wednesday the 18™
with a luncheon thanking them for their hard work and
for a successful school year that could not have
happened without their support and dedication. The
staff will have a mini break before we jump right back
into the classrooms with the summer program. We are
expecting a very successful summer program this year
(and our largest yet) with 53 children enrolled!

Christian Education Updates

o First Communion: Dylan Kemnah received his First
Communion on Sunday, June 1%. He was gifted a
personalized Bible from Pastor and the Christian
Education Committee.

Miscellaneous Updates

o Centennial: The second planning session was held on
June 8", Barbara Rath spoke to Eric Weiboldt, who
manages St. John of Jerusalem Cemetery, and
confirmed that the chapel is open for our use. A kick-
off to the centennial year will be held on Thanksgiving
Eve with a service at St. John of Jerusalem at 6:30PM.
A service at CLC will follow; other churches (and
houses of worship/interfaith) will be invited to
participate. Pastor Sprowls brought up the need for
significant fundraising and provided a “wish list” of
projects which can be made in the church’s “second
century.”

THRIFT SHOP

Our thrift shop is open on Fridays, 9AM-3PM, and the first
Saturday of each month, 10AM-2PM. The next Thrift
Shop Saturday will be held on September 6.

Donations are appreciated! We kindly ask that donations
are not left in Room 10, as other groups use that space. For
your convenience, a donation shed is available for your use
outside of Thrift Shop hours. Please be sure to place your
donations in the shed, not outside of it, as we cannot
guarantee they will be brought inside right away. If you
are making a sizeable donation (quantity or very large
items), please call the Church office ahead of time. We are
not able to accept donations of books, cribs, or
mattresses at this time. If you are unsure of whether we
can accept an item, please call the Church office to be
connected with a Thrift Shop coordinator. Thank you!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

We hope all of our families are enjoying a restful and fun-
filled summer vacation! Preparations are underway for a
new school year. Sunday School parents are encouraged to
fill out the registration Google form which was texted to
them by September 1*. Classes will begin on Rally Day,
September 8" at 9AM. Confirmation Program parents
will receive further information from the Christian
Education team in mid-August. As always, registration is
open and free to all families interested in growing their
relationship with Christ.

ST. JOHN’S FOOD PANTRY

Please place donations in the bin in the hallway adjacent to
the library. Needed items include beef/chicken stew, canned
chicken, cooking oil, coffee, conditioner, corned beef hash,
elbow noodles, facial tissue, hot cereal, hot chocolate,
ketchup, mustard, pancake mix & syrup, paper towels,
peanut butter & jelly, salad dressing, and toothpaste. Please
check the expiration dates before donating.

The Bellmore-Merrick Annual Social Ministry Barbecue
will be held on Wednesday, August 13" at 6PM. All are
welcome to attend. To RSVP, please call Anita at 516-379-
3858, or send an email to either stjmerrick@gmail.com or
stjibellmore@gmail.com.
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CHRISTIAN OUTREACH

The Lutheran Social Services New Life Center needs your
help to replenish its shelves as it continues to serve a
growing population of Long Islanders facing income and
food insecurity. The items listed below are especially
needed. Donations can be dropped off at the New Life
Center directly, or brought to the Church office where we
will coordinate drop-off. Thank you for your generosity!

Needed items include baked beans, canned chili, canned
veggies (mixed, corn, peas), cereal (no cheerios, please),
complete pancake mix & syrup, condiments (barbecue
sauce, salad dressing, ketchup & mustard), dry beans (black
and red), jam & jelly, juice (64-oz. bottles), laundry
detergent pods, macaroni & cheese, pasta, rice-a-roni/knorr
rice sides/rice pilaf mix, spam, and white rice (11b. or 21b.
packages).

WELCA

Greetings! WELCA will resume meetings in September. I,
however, am unable to continue as leader in the future.
After 16+ years as leader, and with my continuing therapy
because of a number of surgeries, I find it too difficult to
remain as leader. I do hope that the mission of WELCA will
continue under new leadership. Wishing you Godspeed.

— Lilly Ann Munnich

CLC CENTENNIAL

Celebrate Christ Lutheran Church’s 100" anniversary!
Christ Lutheran Church’s inaugural service was held on
Thanksgiving Day, November 25, 1926, at St. John of
Jerusalem on Wantagh Avenue. All are invited to join us as
we plan celebrations for our hundredth year! Planning has
begun and the celebration will be a year of social events
beginning on Thanksgiving Eve, November 26, 2025, with
a Devotional Prayer Service at St. John’s Church on
Wantagh Ave. at 6:15PM. The service will continue at
Christ Lutheran Church at 7:30PM. Refreshments to
follow. If you would like to join in the planning for the
year’s events, you can leave a message at the Church office.
“Many hands make light work.”

THANK YOU TO...

As summer unfolds, we want to take a moment to extend
our deepest gratitude to all who generously gave their time
and talents 1n service to the church throughout this year.
Special thanks to Della Rao for coordinating schedules,
managing communications, and for all the things she does
behind the scenes to keep the church running smoothly. A
heartfelt thanks to all who work to maintain the building
and help to make it a welcoming space inside and out. A
special thanks goes to Jeri Hallgren, Barbara Rath, and all
involved with the Thrift Shop. Their tireless dedication,
hard work, and compassion make this ministry a
tremendous success. Their efforts not only support the
church; they also serve and uplift the wider community in
powerful ways. We are incredibly grateful to all the
members of the Bell Choir, Adult Choir, and the newly
formed Youth Choir. Music enriches worship every week.

Special thanks to Nicole Nicholson for her outstanding
teaching and leadership in guiding the ensembles and to
Kameljia Galijan-Curry for her exceptional musicianship
and collaboration that help to make worship prayerful and
uplifting. It truly takes a village to prepare anci) lead Sunday
worship. The many hands that help behind the scenes are
invaluable; their commitment and service is deeply
appreciated. A special thanks to Roxanne Toomey for her
dedication to leading prayer in worship. Finally, we extend
our heartfelt thanks to Pastor Sprowls for walking with us
and offering guidance as we prepare to welcome our new
shepherd. Thank you all for being the heart of Christ
Lutheran Church!

Sincerely, The Church Council

PRAYER LIST
7/‘We Remember Especially...

Judy Angeloch, Rebecca Breckel, Kathleen Cardone,
Becky Carlson, Danielle Chillemi, Regina Coons, Sal and
Sue Costanzo, Joan Drake, Kelly Dempsey, Betty
Gibberman, Bill Gilmor, Emmy Grenzig, Barbara Grieser,
Theresa Heenan, Arnold Howard, Steven Koch, Ruth
Kollar, Susan & George Kremer, Jean Leib, Chris Mantay,
Janet and William McShea, Marilyn Miller, Lilly Ann
Munnich, John Nittoli, Anne Palkovich, James Pallas, Tyler
Phelan, Barbara and Gary Proce, Catherine and Terri Rao,
John Reardon, Emmett and Rose Reilly, Ann and Barbara
Reimer, Della Dorn Rice, Kay Riese, Anne Scheirer, Joseph
Arthur Skorupski, Donna Smith, Natalie Stone, James
Toomey, Nancy Valenti, Laura Vogel. 7o update a name on
the prayer list, please contact the church office.

CLC HISTORY

On June 25, 2025, Christ Lutheran Church lost a dear friend
with the passing of Pastor Ron Klose. The retired pastor of
Our Redeemer Church in Seaford, Pastor Ron was a good
friend of this church’s former pastor, Martin Nale. During
the long pastoral vacancy period, Pastor Klose was always
willing and able to preside at worship service. He took the
time to get to know the church staff, share his love of music,
and socialize with the congregation during coffee hour. We
are all indebted to him for his thoughtfulness and dedication
to ministry. For those who feel inclined to share their
condolences, Pastor Klose’s family requests that donations
be made to any of the following organizations: Adirondack
Center for Loon Conservation, Vexas Foundation, or Our
Redeemer Lutheran Church.




AUGUST 2025 LITURGICAL CALENDAR

Date/Description Altar Guild Communion Assistant | Counters Ushers Coffee Hour Hosts
Sun, August 3, 2025 D. Ohlander’s Nancy Pisani D. Ohlander R. Ahearn Jan and John
8th Sunday After Pentecost Group R. Ohlander M. Murphy | Eastlund, Claudia &
9:00AM Service (Green) B. Rath John Gross
G. Veltri
Sun, August 10, 2025 B. Rath’s Group Barbara Stone J. Eastlund J. Gross N/A
9th Sunday After Pentecost J. Eastlund MI. Murphy
9:00AM Service (Green) J. Fitzgerald
Sun, August 17, 2025 E. Colton/L.A. Elaine DiChiara J. Fahey R. Ahearn N/A
10t Sunday After Pentecost Munnich’s Group B. Henderson C. Sparke
9:00AM Service (Green) D. Ohlander
R. Ohlander
Sun, August 24, 2025 D. Ohlander’s Barbara Stone R. Ahearn J. Gross N/A
11t Sunday After Pentecost Group J. Gross M. Murphy
9:00AM Service (Green) H. Vogel
Sun, August 31, 2025 B. Rath’s Group Open D. Ohlander R. Ahearn N/A
12th Sunday After Pentecost R. Ohlander C. Sparke
9:00AM Service (Green) B. Rath
G. Veltri

NEW WORSHIP ASSISTANTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! NO PRIOR EXPERIENCE IS NECESSARY. CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE TO LEARN
MORE. CURRENT WORSHIP ASSISTANTS SHOULD CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE IF THEY NEED TO MAKE A CHANGE TO THEIR ASSIGNMENT.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER TO HOST A COFFEE HOUR, PLEASE CALL JAN EASTLUND AT 516-781-0491.
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Nursery School News: Summer 2025 ~

The Summer Program at the Nursery School has just ended and it was a big success!
The children enjoyed five themed weeks this year; one week of Hawaiian fun, 4™ of
July week, a Circus week, farm animal week and a reptile week. This year we had
five full classrooms with a total of 57 children total. With such a large turnout we
had some special visitors to help out with our themed weeks. For our circus week,
there was a clown who made each child a balloon animal dog. The farm animal week
was filled with pony rides and a petting farm from Rocking Horse Farms. Reptile
week ended the program with a visit from Uncle Tony's Reptiles where all the
children had the opportunity to handle and feed many reptiles. On Thursdays, the
children had a blast cooling of f with some water table fun and running through the
sprinklers with their new friends.

Before we know it, September will be here and the halls will be filled with smiling
faces as the children enter the building for the new school year. The summer classes
are specifically set up so that children will have the opportunity to meet some of the
new students that will be in their class for the upcoming school year.

Fall Help Wanted

We are looking for a few individuals who are loving and caring to join our team. We
are excited to say that our school is growing and with the addition of some new
classes we are in need of some additional feam players. If you are patient, have a
love of children and are looking for some part time work we have the perfect
opportunity for you. If interested please contact me at 516-679-8425.

September Enrollment

We still have some space in our P.M. 3-year-old class and our 4-year-old class for
September if you know someone who may be looking; please let them know. We would
love o arrange a tour of our school with them. The Nursery School office phone
number is 516-679-8425, you can also reach me at cnsdirector@clcwantagh.org.
Check us out on Facebook or Instagram at: The Christian Nursery school at Christ
Lutheran Church.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Enjoy Your Summer!
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Coming Up...

August 12™: Council Meeting, 7PM, Room 2000
September 1% Labor Day, Church Office Closed
September 3 Choir Rehearsals Resume
September 6%: Thrift Shop Saturday, 10AM-2PM
September 7%: Rally Day
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