
fj__� to God in the highest, and on earth peoce, r wilt toward men. -Luke 2:14

December 20 

Dear Friend: 

Little in life can match the beauty of Christmas Eve - the holy night of celebration. If 

we were able to stop time's endless march - suspend it momentarily - most of us would 

do it on Christmas Eve. For this is the night that peace pervades our hearts, as hands extend 

to greet friends and arms reach out to embrace family. We love and are loved. We forgive 

and are forgiven. 

Years ago, many years ago, there was a Christmas much unlike our own. The world 

didn't stop for the first Christmas. Hardly anyone even noticed. A virgin laboring to give 

birth, a carpenter lending an unsteady hand. Animals annoyed by intruders. Angels 

preparing themselves to startle shepherds. God's wayward creation about to be invaded by 

a beloved son, coming into a no-place city called Bethlehem. This was the first Christmas. 

The first Christmas can only be described as unusual and surprising that the God of a 

million heavens and earths should grace a manger at Bethlehem. It was for you and me that 

the love of God was birthed. We need to celebrate and thank God for his gift of gifts on 

Christmas Eve, as well as every day we draw breath. 

The beauty and spiritual specialness of Christmas has already begun with Advent. Our 

Christmas Eve services are already being planned. We will have two candlelight services for 

you to consider. They are at 5:30 and 7:30 PM. The services will both be identical. The 

service will also be uploaded to YouTube and sent to those who might be unable to be 

present with us. In this way, we can maintain a safe environment for everyone. 

As you prepare for Christmas this year, please join us every Sunday at 9:00 AM for our 

Advent services. 

A Blessed Advent and Christmas, 
Pastor Krahn 
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PARISH REGISTER 

MEMORIALS 

General Memorial 

In Memory of: Diane Sahar 

Given by: Claudia and John Gross 

In Memory of: Janet Veltri 
Given by: Claudia and John Gross 

In Memory of: Kenneth Sparke 

Given by: Bruce, Cathleen, Brian, and Kevin Sparke 

Parsonage 

In Memory of: Janet Veltri 

Given by: Bob and Lynn Hasteadt 

In Memory of: Janet Veltri 
Given by: Ruth Kollar 

In Memory of: Janet Veltri 
Given by: Jeanne C. Jones 

In Memory of: Janet Veltri 

Given by: Regina Coons 

In Memory of: Janet Veltri 
Given by: Pastor Krahn 

In Memory of: Janet Veltri 
Given by: Brian L. Maas 

In Memory of: Janet Veltri 

Given by: Susan Bingler 

In Memory of: Janet Veltri 

Given by: Barbara and Roy Stone 

In Memory of: Janet Veltri 

Given by: Fred Lorthioir, Jack Lorthioir, 

Susan Bingler, and Kathy Kowalkowski 

Property Improvement & Maintenance 

In Memory of: Janet Veltri 
Given by: Roger and Doris Oblander 

Sanctuary 

In Memory of: Catherine Roche 
Given by: Nancy and Allen Pisani 

In Memory of: Janet Veltri 

Given by: Lilly Ann Munnich 

GOOD NEWS & BLESSINGS

December Birthdays 

1: Roxanne Toomey 

2: Lois Fogal 

2: Kathy Ackermann 

3: Lyndsay Mae Franz 

9: Roger Ohlander 

10: Gracie Franz 

18: Kevin Pollock 

25: Pete Bloomfield 

25: Eileen Colton 

27: John James Bloomfield 

Wishing You Well! 

<maPP�PJ 
��/ 

After prayerful consideration, Chris Sahar will not be 

returning to Christ Lutheran after his leave of 

absence. We deeply appreciate his service to our 

congregation and pray for his continued success. 

Good News 

Veterans Recognition Sunday was celebrated on 

November 7th
• We honored the veterans who have 

served our country and thanked those within our 

congregation for their service. 

Our Lights of Love tribute was held on Sunday, 

November 7th
. We honored our loved ones now in the 

company of the saints. In remembrance of them, a 

gift of $425 has been made to Good Shepherd 

Hospice Long Island. 

We extend a warm thank-you to everyone who 

donated to our turkey drive. We raised $173 towards 

providing Thanksgiving dinner for the INN. 

If you have any news you would like 

to share, please contact the Church 

office. Thank you! 



CLC Youth News 

Our annual fall cleanup was held on November 20th
• 

We extend our gratitude to Boy Scout Troop 656 and 

Cub Scout Pack 191 for their hard work. 

The Christmas Pageant will be held on December 

12th at 4PM in the Church. We encourage all 

children and parents to be involved. Please email 

Jessica Heron at jheron423@yahoo.com if interested. 

� PRAYER LIST 
C"/(J We Remember Especially ... 

Jose Alves - Tom Anderson - Ellen Bacotti 
Liz Barto - Debbie Becker - James Cathcart 
Kay Charon - Danielle Chillemi - Donna Chillemi 
Chuck Collari - Ann Curtis - Marge Dahlberg 
Mike Dauth - Alex Edwards - Meg Edwards 
Charlie Fisher - Jerry Fitzgerald - Kaylee Franz 
Travis Gentile - Betty Gibberman - Barbara Grieser 
Mary Lynn Kirby - Florence Kirch - Karen Klose 
Pastor Ron Klose - George Kremer - Suzanne Marshall 
Janet McShea - William McShea - Linda Michaelson 
James Pallas - Barbara Proce - Gary Proce - Bob Rath 
Ann Reimer - Barbara Reimer - Helga Richert 
Eunice Rischan - George Steele - Marylou Steele 
Natalie Stone - James Toomey - Saul Wein 

We send our condolences to the family of 
Janet Veltri, a beloved member ofCLC. 

If you would like to add a name to 
our prayer list, please contact the 
Church office. We kindly ask to be 
apprised of any changes. 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

a. The Council congratulates all involved in our food
drive. They send a special thank-you to the Merrick
Stop & Shop for hosting our volunteers on Saturday,
October 30.
b. Our adult choir will resume singing at services on

December 5th
• We are taking all precautions to make

this a safe and welcome return.

c. We are humbled and grateful to be the

recipient of a Founder Recognition Award from the

Boy Scouts of America Theodore Roosevelt Council.

It is an honor to host Troop 656!

d. The Church Assessment Profile has been submitted

to the Synod. This is our first major step towards

selecting a new Pastor. A Call Committee has been

assembled and will shortly begin the Call process. Its

members are:

Craig Juergens, Chair 
Dee Bloomfield 
Eileen Colton 
Bob Hasteadt 
Kay Riese 

e. The following letter was received from a "long­
distance" member. We share it here as an example of
the loving legacy of CLC:

Dear Pastor Krahn, 
!was and still am a member a/Christ Lutheran Church.
Although I live in Florida and am not present Sunday
mornings at Christ Lutheran, I wake up every Sunday
morning and remember when I was younger the peace and
love Christ Lutheran provided me. I remember my Holy
Communion and Confirmation. I remember the Church
dinners and strawberry festivals. I am so blessed to be a
member a/Christ Lutheran Church. Thank you/or
keeping the Faith. The next time I'm in New York, I will
show up on Sunday morning to praise our Lord Jesus
Christ, and hopefully meet you.
May God Bless You and Our Church,
John McNeice
P.S. Sunday School was awesome!

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

There will be no Sunday School or 
Confirmation classes on November 28th

, 

December 26th
, and January 2nd-

THRIFT SHOP 

Our thrift shop is open on Fridays, 9AM-3PM. Please 
call ahead for all donations. 

The thrift shop will be closed on 
11/26, 12/24, and 12/31. 



CONFIRMATION 

On Christ the King Sunday, we celebrated 
the Confirmation of four young people. M-. 
May the Lord always guide them 
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toward grace, love, and service. -, Congratulations to the families of.. �
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Lyndsay Franz 

Nicholas Genovese 
Ava Glenn 

Juliana Stone 

WELCA 

Our luncheon, held on November 1 st, was a huge 
success. Thank you to Villa D' Aqua, who did a fine 
job feeding us a delicious dinner. We are happy for 
the friendship of our WELCA friends. Special thanks 
to Regina Coons for making the arrangements. 
At our December 1st meeting, we will be singing 
Christmas Carols and enjoying some delicious 
desserts. We wish everyone a merry and blessed 
Christmas, and a happy and healthy year! 

FOOD PANTRY 

The food pantry at St. John's Lutheran Church in 
Merrick is in need of the following items: 

Pancake Mix - Syrup - Saltines - Cookies - Juice - Coffee 
Tea - Cooking Oil (48 oz.) - Mayonnaise - Salad Dressing 
Toilet Tissue - Paper Towels - D ish Soap - Bar Soap 
Shampoo - Any Non-Perishable Foods 

Please check all expiration dates on items before 
donating. The collection bins are in the hallway 
outside the library. If you or someone vou know is 
experiencing food insecurity. please call the St. 
John's Church office at i2lfil 379-3858. 

THRIVENT FINANCIAL 

Thank you to everyone who supported the food drive 
for St. John's Lutheran Church outreach program. 
Our Confirmands collected non-perishable food items 
during October. Together with family members and 

others from the congregation, they went to Stop and 
Shop in Merrick, in the rain, to ask shoppers to make 
generous donations of food or funds. They were very 
successful, and collected over 700 food items and 
$152. These proceeds will go towards feeding the 
clients of St. John's food pantry, and will be used to 
make Thanksgiving meal baskets. Collected foods 
will also be used for the Interfaith Nutrition Network 
(the INN) soup kitchen's annual Turkey Dinner. In 
addition, 500 pounds of food was donated to the 
Lutheran Social Services' New Life Food Pantry at 
Grace Lutheran Church in Uniondale. We send our 
gratitude to all of our volunteers, and to those who 
donated. 

We also send a special thank-you to Thrivent 

Financial, who graciously donated $250 towards the 
running of our food drive and to purchase ingredients 
for the INN. We are confident that our success will 
result in an additional $500 grant from Thrivent. 

STEWARDSHIP 

Christ Lutheran Church needs your support this year 
and next. As we look toward 2022, we offer in joy 
and thanksgiving what the Lord has first given us: 
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of His 
gracious love. We ask that the Lord receives these 
offerings for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave all of Himself for all of us. To learn more about 
how to expand upon your giving in 2022 and beyond, 
speak with Pastor Krahn today. 

CLC HISTORY 

In honor of our Confirmation Class of 2021,

pictured above is our first class, in 1929!













2021ANNUAL 

CONGREGATIONAL 

REPORTS 

YEAR-END REPORTS from the following Church 

committees and organizations are due in the 

Church Office by Friday, January 14: 

• Building/Property Ministry

• Christian Education

• Christian Outreach

• Evangelism

• Fellowship

• Finance

• Fundraising

• Nursery School

• Pastor/Parish Relations

• Personnel

• Social Media

• Stewardship

• Thrift Shop

• Worship & Music

• Youth Ministry

• WELCA














